Flint

Greetings from Scandinavia

Witness from the North Sea
as it was 150,000 years ago

During the Saale ice age about 150,000
years ago the glaciers moved huge
amounts of stones and boulders from
Scandinavia in a southwestern
direction.

Flintstones were eroded from their
original place by the ice and carried
away with the moving glacier.

Where the glacier melted, the

stones were deposited. o) 2
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Fossil
Carpet Shell

Victim of the ice

Witness from the North Sea
as it was 120,000 years ago

About 120,000 years ago, during the
Eemian interglacial warm period, the
fossil carpet shell occurred in the North
Sea. It is similar to the present carpet
shell, but more triangular.

When the North Sea fell dry during the
following Weichselian ice age, the
fossil carpet shell became extinct. ’*,@
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Mammoth's Bone

Walking from Denmark
to England

Witness from the North Sea
as it was 45,000 years ago

During the Weichselian ice age large
parts of the North Sea basin fell dry.
Wild horses grazed on the vast plains
between Denmark and England.

Mammoths, reindeer and woolly rhino-

ceroses also lived on the tundra of
today’s North Sea floor.
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Arrowhead

Huntsman's greetings
from the Stone Age

Witness from the North Sea
as it was 12,000 years ago

Arrowheads prove the presence of
Stone Age hunters in the North Sea
basin’s tundra.

Weapons of stone, bone, antlers and
wood facilitated the hunt for big
mammals even as large as the
mammoth.
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Amber

Resin turns into
North Sea gold

Witness from the North Sea
as it was 9,000 years ago

Amber developed about 50 million
years ago from the resin of coniferous
trees in today’s southern Sweden.

Rivers brought the young amber
southwards to Lithuania, where it
remained 45 million years. Then,
glaciers moved the amber as far south

as Berlin. . 2
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Sphagnum Moss

Water built up at the
Geest's rim

Witness from the North Sea
as it was 6,000 years ago

The long chain of sandbanks that had
developed along the coast slowed down
the drainage of water from the
mainland. Freshwater built up behind
the dune islands and vast peat bogs
developed.

After several thousand years, the bogs
were reached by the continuously rising
sea level and covered with marine
sediments. @é‘@
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Cockle

Hurrah, the tidal flats
are here!

Witness from the North Sea
as it was 1,500 years ago

About 1,500 years ago, the again rising
sea level flooded the former peat bogs
behind the chain of islands.

Between the dune islands and the
main land marine sediments were
deposited with every flood and tidal

flats developed.
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Frisian Salt

White gold from the
Wadden Sea

Witness from the North Sea
as it was 700 years ago

About 650 years ago large parts of the
coastal marshes were inhabited. One of
the most profitable economic activities
was the extraction of salt from peat.

The clay covered, sea water soaked
peat was extracted and burned. The
remaining ashes contained about 25
times more salt than the sea water.
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Sandbag
Embank or back off!

Witness from the North Sea
as it was 400 years ago

While being protected by further
advanced dikes, cattle trade and
agriculture flourished and brought
wealth to the inhabitants of the fertile
coastal marshes. At the beginning of the

17t century, however, pest and wars
reduced the population and the
maintenance of the dikes suffered.
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Tape Measure

The measure of
coastal protection

Witness from the North Sea
as it was in 1992

Since the “Second Drowning of Men”
much land has been reclaimed by
continuously improving coastal
protection measures and there have
been no more dike breaches since 1962.

Today’s coastal protection in Schleswig-
Holstein uses the coastline of 1992 as
its reference base. Sand
supplementation, brushwood N%Q
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